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FUGITIVE

A film based on true events that show the intricacies
of the financial market and how people used its
loopholes to commit financial crimes.

A rip-roaring ride through the world of finance with
laughs and gasps in equal measure.

It’s not a biopic of any known person, but it’s a
biographical comedy-drama on any intelligent scam
which triggered big economic collapse.

The Genre

It’s a financial thriller that will have viewers poised so
precariously on the edge of their seat, they’ll wonder
how they got there. The story mainly takes place over
a 24-hour period where tension 1s high and the action
1s fast-paced.

The fascinating characters make this finance thriller
into a Crime Thriller. It’s unique insight into one of
the biggest global business bust-ups of all time.

The Concept

It guides viewers through the details of the corrupt
practices and the modus operandi of all intelligent
fraud and scams. It exposes loopholes in the financial
markets especially when 1t comes to fraud and how it
can be easily exploited by the greedy.









Synopsis

The story is set in an advanced economy of 2021 in India,
which means the Government is equally well rehearsed in
the scamming tactics, online frauds, loopholes in the Indian
financial system and in the laws of banking system, which
any fraudsters could exploit for their advantage. They have
already had major scammers flee in the past and so extra
measures are taken each day so that it would not happen
ever again. We see the media boasting about the latest
measures taken by the government to prevent future frauds.

A powerful middle aged Business Tycoon is no different
from the popular scammers and fugitives of our country
like Vijay Malya, Mehul Choksi, Nirav Modi. His path has
not been much different from theirs. He is a bad guy but he
does a lot of charity work. He is a super smart guy but is a
hobbyist gambler. From criminal risks to harmless scams.
Buried in layers of secrets, he has done everything it takes
to get to these extraordinary levels of success. And did
everything in his power to cover them up well enough, to
maintain the image of a good businessman who everyone
looks up to. And thus he leads a happy peaceful life with
his family and he wouldn’t want to ever jinx it.

One afternoon, the Businessman is hosting an elite party by
the beach side, on the occasion of his beloved Daughter’s
graduation. It’s a moment of extreme happiness and pride -
He expresses on the microphone, tipsy and drunk. All kinds
of high class people are present at his party. His drunk wife
who is hanging out with her business lady friends at a
corner table, flashes a huge smile portraying her own pride
in her family. She is quite a successful lady, a celebrated
patron for many NGO’s and has her own group of fans,
followers and a strong media presence. She is a trusted
social informer for many. Everyone is drunk and buzzing
and enjoying the noon get-together.



Their sweet bubble of happiness bursts in the middle of the
party when an informant comes bearing bad news that the
businessman has lost an ongoing court case that his rival
had filed upon him. The rival had filed for an investigation
in his seemingly fraudulent transactions and activities.
Despite every attempt to contain it, the cover was blown at
last. The word travels fast and ruins the mood of the party.
Many important people and his loyalists simply leave the
party, knowing that he i1s in deep trouble now with a
fraudsters tag on his image for which he could be
imprisoned, and it would be best to stay as away from him
as much as possible, as theres a chance they could get
interrogated or arrested too. His daughter is in pure shock.
His wife’s friends leave her. A group of lawyers and just
three loyal partners from his company stay back to help
him out. He is informed that he has to either pay a really
huge sum of money to the government or he would be put
behind bars for a long time. Being informed by the lawyers
that it's best to pay off, he wastes no time and heads
straight to his company to meet his board of directors. He

asks them to find out which assets can be liquified to pay
off the fine.

Meanwhile his company is flooded with government raids,
interrogating all his employees, directors, board members
and accountants. Seven of his major employees testify
against him from the ten. Only three remain on his side.
The office is buried in layers of files. The company is in a
state as though it's fighting a war with the world. The
unrest spreads to his wife’s career too as she is removed
insultingly from the role of the president of an NGO she is
a part of. She is a woman who is hardly capable of
handling this big a blow to her image. His daughter is
chased on the streets by groups of paparazzi. She trips and
falls in the middle of the street while trying to escape them
and reach her supercar. Her insta and twitter followers
number keeps going lower and lower as people begin to
unfollow her and leave hate comments. Her life is turned
completely upside down within a day as her family and her
social life, all heavily affected.



One of his lawyers submits a request in the court and gets
him an extension period of 15 days to pay off the debt and
fines. But to his shock the businessman is informed by his
board that it's not possible to liquidate any assets for such a
big amount as they are all heavily invested into fixed term
things. He is ultimately advised by the advisors of the
company to submit an apology letter and surrender
himself. Completely unable to handle it, the businessman
gets a mini panic attack. His loyal friends stick by him and
tell him that it's the only way they can save the company
and not let it drown with him. They try to convince him by
naming some real big businessmen who apologized and
surrendered and kept everything smooth. “The only thing
that’ll be affected with this is your reputation, which is
anyway screwed, but we will have saved everything else in
bargain. And we are always going to be there for you”,
says one of his close partners who has always been a
friend too.

Everyone is in favour of him going to jail but his daughter
who is part of the board rejects the idea. “My Dad is not
stepping in jail, we will do whatever it takes!”. Him going
to jail being the only way to save the company, everyone
rejects her proposal and criticises her for being young and
inexperienced. She suggests at least considering other
options like fleeing. But the idea is rejected as it will lead
to more damage to the company as the owner will be
termed a traitor. The company’s stock prices will fall; And
traitors are brought back to their country nowadays by the
government, claims a partner. The businessman sees that
there is literally no way out and collapses.

His friend, a senior partner, takes his daughter to his office
and asks why she is so adamant about not sending her
father to jail. After a lot of hesitation the daughter reveals
the big secret about her father. ‘He is Androphobic. You
know what happens in prisons. He was molested in his
childhood and he is a diagnosed severe androphobic. He
will not make it through a place like prison. He doesn't
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It's like sending him to hell. He will die in there ’, she
reveals. (We see in many ways through his life how his
daughter knows him even more than his self absorbed
wife.) The board member agrees to be on her side and
they go back to vote a no for the idea of prison. She
suggests that before anything there is a last option they
have to try. That is to hire the super shrewd ‘young man’
she knows from her past. A very famous strategist who is
known to help big companies to politicians and gangsters
and get them out of any big trouble. A secret supporter of
their rival in that group tries to reject again saying it is
just waste of time that’ll lead more damage to his
reputation. But every one else agrees.

Having a history of being her lover from the past her
father rejects the idea of hiring him. She promises to keep
emotions out of it and convinces him. Thus enters the
young man, a strategist who takes the company by a
storm. For 72 hours straight he scans through every file,
rule book and company’s history, directs even the top
heads of the companies for strategic tasks and draws out
the best plans to win the reopened case. He does what he
is best at, finding loopholes in the system and attacking
them with their strongest suit. The daughter and the
young man work their ass off day and night together to
win the case. In between moments while working the two
revisit their past on how she broke up with him just
because her Meanwhile the businessman who has very
low hopes of winning the case is preparing for the worst
that is to come in his way. He visits a shrink. He
confesses his heart out of every good , bad and ugly thing
he has done 1n his early life. He speaks about how life has
treated him the worst when he was young, about
molestation by his uncle when his brother would leave
him with him. He speaks about his family, his insecurities
and how his wife is nothing like a wife to him. father
wouldn’t agree to their relationship. A small spark of love
is rekindled among them amidst all this. But she is aware
enough to keep the promise she has made to her father.



Meanwhile the businessman who has very low hopes of
winning the case is preparing for the worst that i1s to
come in his way. He visits a shrink. He confesses his
heart out of every good , bad and ugly thing he has done
in his early life. He speaks about how life has treated
him the worst when he was young, about molestation by
his uncle when his brother would leave him with him.
He speaks about his family, his insecurities and how his
wife is nothing like a wife to him. The only good thing
he mentions in his life is his daughter and that it hurts
him the most to see her suffer. When asked by the shrink
if he is prepared to face prison, he replies that he would
be more comfortable choosing death over living through
his worst nightmare once again. He cries like a baby as
if he has confessed everything and is ready to die now.
In another office of a lawyer his self absorbed wife files
for a divorce after being advised to do so by her lawyer ,
as being married to a fraudster could harm her precious
reputation.

The team driven by the daughter and young man is ready
and they are ready to beat it in the court the next day.
The previous night of the case the three meet at dinner.
The business man asks the young man to tell him the
truth of what chances he has for winning the case after
so much damage. The young man, confident as always,
says, ‘For every case that I have handled till now it has
been 100% , for this one it 1s 99%. And 1% chance of
losing is not a bad idea for betting’

The daughter consoles the father that they have done
every possible thing in their hands and outside. But she
says she feels bleak hope too. She asks him if he has any
other option. Maybe he could flee after all. Anything
that he would do if there were no worries on his head
and could think clearly. The businessman says there is
one last option which he would never want to use
because he has overused that lifeline every time he got
in trouble. ‘You cannot exploit a person but I think my



The same night the daughter and the young man, secretly
leave for a farway village by car. They visit a basic
looking house. An old man who looks almost like her
father opens the door. They glance at the photographs on
the wall. They see the old man's childhood pictures with
her father’s. They almost looked like twins back then. She
sees the pictures of their old uncle who had molested her
father when he was young, and feels hurt. Upon having a
small talk with the old man, he reveals that he never
wanted anything from life but peace. When their father
had divided the money between both the brothers, he had
let his younger brother have all the money so he could live
in a small house, earn from farming and lead a peaceful
life. But he being an elder brother will always feel his duty
to be there for and protect his brother. And so knowing
that this is a time when his brother needs him, he walks
straight to their car without questioning anything.

The next day his lawyer files for an urgent request for the
business man to go to the United Kingdom for the
treatment of a serious health issue, after which he could
return and face the charges. The rival’s lawyer objects and
claims that the businessman will flee if given any
permissions to travel. The court, though, considers the
businessman’s good rapport he has maintained for years
and grants him the permission to travel for the medical
treatment.

Entire media floods with news of how another fraudster is
making his way to flee openly and that people as always
can do nothing about it. The big news is discussed over
social media by everyone from young to old. A particular
news channel keeps following this news story even when
others give up after the business man leaves the country.
They claim in particular, saying this is exactly how big
criminals take attention off their backs by disappearing
from the eyes of the media for a while, and then live their
lives peacefully. This channel reporter she has dedicated
viewers following the businessman's story, who are all



One day soon though, the businessman returns. All news
reporters are at the airport to announce his return. The
glass doors of the arrival section open. The businessman
enters. Seeming confident this time. The media starts
questioning him about why he is seeming so happy. They
ask 1f he is here to pay his fines off or surrender. He says
he has no money and is here to surrender himself and is
sorry for his crimes. He recites a very mind-opening
saying. He then says to climb certain heights certain things
had to be done and that 1s all he did, for his people and for
his company. Everyone 1s in shock for he loyally returned.
His fans start arguing with his haters on how he is still a
good citizen because he surrendered.

Just when he is getting in his car, another car appears at
the Departure section of the airport. The younger brother
who 1is leaving for another country is seen getting out of
the car. The two brothers with their modified face features
by face surgery, glance for a moment in each others eyes.
The younger brother, the business tycoon blinks his
eyelids slowly thanking his elder brother from afar.
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The Filmmaker

http://www.paulrupesh.com/
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